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RE:  Archaeological Review - 180 E. Third Avenue / 300 S. Ellsworth Avenue
City of San Mateo, San Mateo County

Dear Mr. Bustos,

Please let this letter serve as Basin Research Associates’ (BASIN) archaeological resources
review of the proposed demolition of the existing building for Aaron Brothers and associated
office space at 180 E. Third Avenue / 300 S. Ellsworth Avenue, City of San Mateo to allow the
construction of a 17,187 square-foot three-story mixed-use building with one basement level.

This letter report provides the results of records search, a limited review of pertinent literature,
and the results of a request to the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) for a review
of the Sacred Lands File (SLF). A field review of the parcels was not undertaken due to the
existing building. The review has been completed to meet the requirements for a California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Categorical Exemption and City of San Mateo planning
requirements. CEQA requires a review by the lead state or local agency to determine if the
project will have a significant effect (impact) on archaeological sites or properties of historic or
cultural significance to a community or ethnic group eligible for inclusion in the California
Register of Historic Resources (CRHR). Impacts on any significant resources that may be
affected by the project must be mitigated to a less-than-significant effect. The information
provided by the assessment will allow the City to determine appropriate mitigation measures to
mitigate potential impacts on any significant cultural resources.

The identification effort included: (1) a focused records and literature search of the various
improvements for a radius of 500 feet of the project site completed by the California Historical
Resources File System, Northwest Information Center (CHRIS/NWIC); and, (2) a supplemental
review of archival information on file with BASIN.



PROJECT LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION

The proposed project involves the demolition the existing building at 180 E. Third Avenue / 300
S. Ellsworth Avenue (APN 034-172-080) to permit new construction of a 17,187 square-foot
three-story mixed-use building with one basement level. The basement in the existing building
is one level, approximately 8 to 10 feet in depth and is under approximately 75% of the overall
building footprint (Bustos 2019; United States Geological Survey [hereafter USGS] San Mateo,
CA 1997; 7.5' quadrangle topographic maps, Township 4 South, Range 4 West [T4S R4W],
Unsectioned [Figs. 1-3].

RESEARCH PROTOCOLS AND RESULTS

A prehistoric and historic site record and literature search was completed by the CHRIS/NWIC
(File No. 19-0337 dated 8/28/2019 by Hagel) for a 500-foot radius around the project site.

In addition, a limited review of pertinent literature and archival records on file at BASIN was
undertaken and included a review of lists of various state and/or federal historically or
architecturally significant structures, landmarks, or points of interest within and adjacent to the
project. The review included:

Historic Properties Directory (CAL/OHP 2012a);

National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) listings in San Mateo County (USNPS 2015,
2017, 2019);

List of California Historical Resources (CAL/OHP 2019);
California History Plan (CAL/OHP 1973);

California Inventory of Historic Resources (CAL/OHP 1976);

Five Views: An Ethnic Sites Survey for California (CAL/OHP 1988);

Archaeological Determinations of Eligibility for San Mateo County [ADOE] (CAL/OHP
2012b); and,

various other City of San Mateo/County of San Mateo sources, lists and maps (see
References Cited and Consulted).

RECORDS SEARCH RESULTS

Three reports on file with the CHRIS/NWIC include the project site or adjacent areas. No
recorded archaeological resources are present within the project site or within a 500-foot search
radius. The project site is within the San Mateo Downtown District, a district that appears
eligible for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). However, the
building at 180 E. Third Avenue / 300 S. Ellsworth has been evaluated as a non-contributor to
the San Mateo Downtown District. One reported prehistoric site, Hamilton Mound H-12 (C-137
and C-769), has been mapped within 400-500-feet the project site but appears to have been
destroyed and any cultural materials removed.



No other NRHP or California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) listed, determined or
potential archaeological sites, significant individual local, state or federal historic properties,
landmarks, etc. have been identified in or adjacent to the project site.

Cultural Resources Reports
Three reports are on file with the CHRIS/NWIC include the project or adjacent areas.

e Citywide Archaeological Investigations, City of San Mateo, California (Chavez
1983/S-6425).

e Memorandum to Scott Barker, Subject: Smart Corridors Geoarchaeological
Sensitivity Research [U.S. 101 in San Mateo County, California] (Kaptain 2009/S-
38063)

e California High-Speed Train Project, Environmental Impact Report/Environmental
Impact Statement. Draft: San Francisco to San Jose Section. Archaeological Survey
Report. Technical Report (Jurich and Grady 2011/S-48783).

Cultural Resources

e No prehistoric, combined prehistoric/historic or historic era archaeological sites have
been formally recorded within, adjacent to, or within 500-foot radius of the project
site.

e P-41-001083 - the building on the project parcel 180 E. Third Avenue / 300 S.
Ellsworth was constructed in 1927 with an address of 198 E. Third Avenue. It was
occupied in 1989 by Scherba’s when it was recorded. The building was described as
“a utilitarian structure with a flat surface above display windows and entryway. A
belt cornice wraps around the building cutting the facade in half visually” (Raelyn C.
2017/metadata). It was evaluated as a non-contributor to the San Mateo Downtown
District' and assigned a code 7R, that is “identified in reconnaissance level survey;
not evaluated.” (CAL/OHP 2003; CAL/OHP 2012a:32).

e P-41-001097 — San Mateo Downtown District. The project site is included within the
ca. 1890-1939 San Mateo Downtown District (Wickert 1989/form). The district
consists of 36 buildings evaluated as contributors to the district (including 8
individually eligible buildings) located on South B Street (18), East Third Avenue
(15), [E.?] Second Street (1) and South Ellsworth Avenue (2). The district is listed in
the Historic Properties Directory as a code 3S, that is appears eligible for the
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) (CAL/OHP 2003, 2012a:37). As a
result, the district is automatically on the California Register of Historic Resources
(CAL/OHP 2009).

1. Also as “ineligible” as part of the proposed “Central Business District” (historic district) schematic figure in
Wickert (1989), later known as “San Mateo Downtown” historic district.



Reported Resource Within 500 foot Radius

e One reported prehistoric site, Hamilton Mound H-12 (C-137 and C-769) has been
reported within 400-500-feet of the project site. Hamilton describes “Mound #12.
San Mateo, Baldwin Avenue and "B" Street, on east bank of San Mateo Creek. Size,
8 feet high at crown, covered about 1 1/2 acres. Skeletons and stone implements
reported found. Material all used for sidewalks, etc” (Hamilton 1896-1936:8/S-
3174). Chavez (1983) describes H-12 as: “The general location of this site at the
northwest intersection of Second Avenue and Ellsworth Avenue is an area which has
been severely altered by downtown development; past construction of office buildings
with subterranean parking has very likely destroyed this Hamilton Site. No evidence
of archaeological deposits was observed in the few landscaped areas at that general
locale.”

NATIVE AMERICAN RESOURCES

e No known ethnographic, traditional or contemporary Native American use areas
and/or other features of cultural significance have been identified in or adjacent to the
project.

The proposed project was probably situated at or near a primary settlement of the Ssalson tribelet
of the Ramaytush (Kroeber 1925; Brown 1973-1974 [Shalshon]; Brown 1975:83 [Shalson]; Levy
1978; Milliken 1983, 1995, 2006). The Ssalson (San Mateo Area) included seven villages and
the main villages of Altagmu, Aleitac, and Uturbe were said to be located along branches of San
Mateo Creek (Milliken 1983:83, 1995:254). The Ssalson village of either Uturbe or Altagmu
was ". . . along San Mateo Creek on the bayshore plain, in what is now downtown San Mateo".?
(Milliken 1983:84).

HISPANIC PERIOD RESOURCES

e No known Hispanic Period expeditions, adobe dwellings, other structures or features
have been reported in or adjacent to the project.

EXPEDITIONS

In 1776, Colonel Juan Bautista de Anza and Father Pedro Font traveled from Monterey to San
Francisco to select the settlement sites. Font, who accompanied Anza's expedition, commented
in his diary entry dated Tuesday, March 26, 1776, on the existence of "a good-sized village
situated on the banks of the arroyo of San Matheo™" (Bolton 1930:1V:328-329). On March 29,
1776, the expedition camped at the banks of the creek at Arroyo Court and the north side of
Third Avenue (CAL/OHP 1976:124, 262; CAL/OHP 1990:220, Landmark #47; San Mateo
County 1986:Appendix B, #2). Research places their northward route along present-day El

2. Hamilton identifies the Indian Village Altagmir on the present site of "San Mateo (Hamilton 1896-
1936:37/S-3174)



Camino Real/State Route 82 and their return along Skyline Boulevard (Hoover et al. 1966; Beck
and Haase 1974:#17; Hynding 1982; USNPS 1995, 1996).

A few months after the return of Anza and Font to Monterey, Lieutenant Jose Moraga led a party
of 193 colonists up the Peninsula to settle at the mission and presidio in San Francisco, also
camping on San Mateo Creek en route (Hynding 1982:17-19).

MISSION ERA

Mission San Francisco de Asis (also known as Mission San Francisco Dolores) was formally
established on October 9, 1776, the sixth of the 21 missions founded in California (Beck and
Haase 1974; Hart 1987). In 1793, an adobe was built at the Native American rancheria on the
north bank of San Mateo Creek along EI Camino Real, on the trail connecting the San Francisco
outpost with Monterey. This Hospice or Outpost of Mission Dolores, vicinity of Tilton Avenue
and Elm Street, is one of a number of recorded prehistoric/historic sites within the City of San
Mateo.

RANCHO ERA

The project area is within the far northern part of the former Rancho Las Pulgas (Pulgas
Rancho; Pulgas (the fleas) or Cochenetas (variously Cochinitas or little pigs) which extends
from San Mateo Creek to Palo Alto. It was formally granted by Governor Jose Castro on
November 27, 1835 to Luis Arguello and patented to Maria de la Soledad Ortega de Arguello on
October 2, 1857 (Stevens 1856; Hendry and Bowman 1940). No known rancho associated
buildings, structures or features are within or adjacent to the project site.

AMERICAN PEROD RESOURCES

e No American Period archaeological resources have been recorded or reported in or
adjacent to the project.

San Mateo County was created in 1856 from the southern part of San Francisco County and
enlarged by annexing part of Santa Cruz County in 1868 (Hart 1987). San Mateo has merited a
post office since October 1857 (Patera 1991:189). The town of San Mateo began to develop in
the 1860s. For the most part, the cultural landscape consisted of large estates and farms from
San Francisco to Palo Alto. San Mateo developed into a "business district” complete with
"waterfront and shipping industry located where [San Mateo] Creek became a tidal slough. City
growth accelerated with the arrival of the railroad in 1863, but did not explode until after World
War Il. San Mateo was incorporated in 1894 (Gebhard et al. 1985; Postel 1994).

A limited review of early historic maps - 1856 Stevens Plat of the Pulgas Rancho and 1856
US/BLM [GLO] Township Plat T4S R4W - show no features in/vicinity of the project site.
Later maps including the USGS topographic quadrangles appear to show the project within an
area of estates (e.g., USGS 1896 [surveyed 1892]; 1915 [surveyed 1892, part culture revised
1914]; Newman 1909). Nonetheless, the 1889 Easton, Eldridge & Co Map of [the City of] San
Mateo shows some development on the project block (4 buildings), but none in or adjacent to the
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project site.> The project vicinity is shown as urbanized from the late by 1941 (US War Dept
1943 [prepared 1941, photography 1939, topography 1941]; USGS 1980, 1997).

The project appears to have been situated within “Minnehaha”, The de Guigne Estate, described
as encompassing “. . . much of what is presently the commercial heart of downtown San Mateo —
now bounded by El Camino Real, Third Avenue, Ellsworth Avenue and Fourth Avenue” that
was purchased 1923 by the real estate development firm of Conway, Raybould & Johnson
(SMCHA 1986bh:9, 11).

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SENSITIVITY

e The project site is located in a medium archaeological sensitivity zone developed in
the early 1980s (Chavez 1983/S-6425).

INDIVIDUALS, AGENCIES AND GROUPS CONSULTED

The Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) was contacted for a search of the Sacred
Lands Inventory on file with the Commission (Busby 2019a). The results were negative
(Gonzalez-Lopez 2019) and the NAHC recommended contacting five locally knowledgeable
Native Americans for additional information (Busby 2019b-f). No responses were received.

No local historical societies and/or other groups were contacted.

FINDINGS

e The archival research indicates that no recorded prehistoric or historic archaeological
are present within or adjacent to the proposed project site.

e The presence of a historic basement , approximately 8 to 10 feet in depth over
roughly 75% of the overall building footprint, strongly supports a conclusion of a
very low probability of exposing significant subsurface cultural materials during
construction.

e There appears to be a minimal probability of exposing subsurface cultural deposits
with integrity associated with any of the 27 Hamilton Mound archaeological sites in
the City of San Mateo. Historic research indicates that the sites that have been
extensively disturbed with much of the fill used for the construction of sidewalks,
roads, and even tennis courts in the San Mateo area.

e The project building, dating from 1927, has been recorded as a non-contributor to the
San Mateo Downtown District with a period of significance ca. 1890-1939. The
district which is listed in the Historic Properties Directory for San Mateo County
appears eligible for the NRHP. It is the BASIN’s considered opinion that the
building on the project site is not individually eligible for the NRHP and/or CRHR.

3. At the time, Ellsworth Avenue was known as A Street.
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CLOSING REMARKS

It is our opinion that the proposed proceed as planned in regard to cultural resources. The use of
a CEQA Categorical Exemption appears appropriate for cultural resources as the proposed
project will not have a significant effect (impact) on archaeological sites or properties of historic
or cultural significance to a community or ethnic group eligible for inclusion in the CRHR.

If I can provide any further information, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,
BASIN RESEARCH ASSOCIATES, INC.

A

Colin I. Busby, Ph.D., RPA
Principal
CiB/d
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Project Location

Figure 1: General Project Location (ESRI World Street Map)
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Figure 2. Project - T4S R4W unsectioned (USGS San Mateo, CA 1997)
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Northwest Information Center
CALIFORNIA ALAMEDA HUMBOLDT ~ SAN FRANCISCO  Gonom o Giate Universit
H COLUSA LAKE SAN MATEOQ L . .
ISTORICAL CONTRA COSTA  MARIN SANTA CLATA 150 Professional Center Drive, Suite E
DEL NORTE MENDOCINO SANTA CRUZ Rohnert Park, California 94928-3609
RESOURCES MONTEREY  SOLANO Tel: 707.588.8455
NAPA SONOMA ic@sonoma.edu
INFORMATION SAN BENITO ~ YOLO nwiceso . .
http://www.sonoma.edu/nwic
SYSTEM
8/28/2019 NWIC File No.: 19-0337

Donna Garaventa

Basin Research Associates
1933 Dauvis Street, Suite 210
San Leandro, CA 94577

re: 180 E. Third Ave.

The Northwest Information Center received your record search request for the project area referenced
above, located on the San Mateo USGS 7.5’ quad. The following reflects the results of the records

search for the project area and a 0.25 mile radius:

Resources within or adjacent to
project area:

P-41-001083 & 001097.

Archaeological resources within
500 foot radius:

C-137 (reported resource).

Reports within project area:

S-38063, 6425, & 48738.

Reports within 500 foot radius:

S-3125, 3142, 11396, 13753, 44519, 44522, & 47354.

Resource Database Printout (list):
Resource Database Printout (details):
Resource Digital Database Records:
Report Database Printout (list):

Report Database Printout (details):

Report Digital Database Records:
Resource Record Copies:

Report Copies:

OHP Historic Properties Directory:
Archaeological Determinations of Eligibility:
CA Inventory of Historic Resources (1976):
Caltrans Bridge Survey:

Ethnographic Information:

Historical Literature:

Historical Maps:

Local Inventories:

GLO and/or Rancho Plat Maps:
Shipwreck Inventory:

enclosed
enclosed
1 enclosed
enclosed
enclosed
1 enclosed
1 enclosed
1 enclosed
enclosed
1 enclosed
I enclosed
I enclosed
1 enclosed
1 enclosed
1 enclosed
1 enclosed
I enclosed
1 enclosed

1 not requested
[ not requested
not requested
[ not requested
[ not requested
not requested
[ not requested
1 not requested
[ not requested
1 not requested
not requested
not requested
not requested
not requested
not requested
not requested
not requested
not requested

O nothing listed
[ nothing listed
O nothing listed
[ nothing listed
[ nothing listed
[ nothing listed
[ nothing listed
[ nothing listed
[ nothing listed
nothing listed
[ nothing listed
[ nothing listed
[ nothing listed
[ nothing listed
O nothing listed
[ nothing listed
[ nothing listed
[ nothing listed



*Notes:
** Current versions of these resources are available on-line:
Caltrans Bridge Survey: http://www.dot.ca.gov/hag/structur/strmaint/historic.htm
Soil Survey: http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/surveylist/soils/survey/state/?stateld=CA
Shipwreck Inventory: http://www.slc.ca.gov/Info/Shipwrecks.html
Let us know if you need any copies. The invoice will be kept open until 9/5/19.

Please forward a copy of any resulting reports from this project to the office as soon as possible. Due
to the sensitive nature of archaeological site location data, we ask that you do not include resource
location maps and resource location descriptions in your report if the report is for public distribution.
If you have any questions regarding the results presented herein, please contact the office at the
phone number listed above.

The provision of CHRIS Data via this records search response does not in any way constitute public
disclosure of records otherwise exempt from disclosure under the California Public Records Act or
any other law, including, but not limited to, records related to archeological site information
maintained by or on behalf of, or in the possession of, the State of California, Department of Parks
and Recreation, State Historic Preservation Officer, Office of Historic Preservation, or the State
Historical Resources Commission.

Due to processing delays and other factors, not all of the historical resource reports and resource
records that have been submitted to the Office of Historic Preservation are available via this records
search. Additional information may be available through the federal, state, and local agencies that
produced or paid for historical resource management work in the search area. Additionally, Native
American tribes have historical resource information not in the CHRIS Inventory, and you should
contact the California Native American Heritage Commission for information on local/regional tribal
contacts.

Should you require any additional information for the above referenced project, reference the record
search number listed above when making inquiries. Requests made after initial invoicing will result
in the preparation of a separate invoice.

Thank you for using the California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS).

Sincerely,

Lisa C. Hagel
Researcher
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